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SUBJECT: CHA VAN'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON 

1. FOREIGN SECRETARY KEWAL SINGH CALLED ME TO THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY ON THE AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 26 TO 
DISCUSS THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S VISIT TO WASHINGTON. 

HE SAID THAT HIS COLLEAGUES IN THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
HAD SEEN IN THE PRESS REPORTS THAT THERE WOULD BE A 
MEETING OF THE INDO-U.S. JOINT COMMISSION IN WASHINGTON 
BUT THE SECRETARY OF STATE WOULD NOT BE THERE. (WARREN 
UNNA REPORTED IN THE NEW DELHI STATESMAN ON FEBRUARY 26 
THAT THE US LET IT BE KNOWN THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER 
MIGHT NOT BE IN WASHINGTON TO ATTEND THE MEETING AS HE 
HAD URGENT BUSINESS ELSEWHERE- "ACCEPTING THE KEYS TO 
THE CITY OF CARDIFF IN WALES AND THEN FLYING ON TO THE 
MIDDLE EAST TO RESUME HIS NEGOTIATION EFFORTS IN THE 
ARAB-ISRAELI DISPUTE"). KEWAL SINGH SAID HE HAD BEEN ASKED TO 
SAY THAT IN THE PRESNET CIRCUMSTANCES IT WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE 
FOR THE FOREIGN MINISTER TO VISIT WASHINGTON FOR THE 
JOINT COMMISSION MEETING. HE SAID THE GOI PLANNED TO 
INFORM THE PRESS OF THIS THIS AFTERNOON ( THE STORY WAS 
ON THE WIRES WITHIN HALF AN HOUR OF MY DEPARTURE FROM 
THE FOREIGN MINISTRY). 

2. 1 REPLIED THAT I HAD NOTED THE SAME PRESS ACCOUNTS 
AND IT WAS MY UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WAS THE SECRETARY'S 
INTENTION TO BE PRESNET FOR THE JOINT COMMISSION MEETING 
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AN IMPORTANT TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST AND IT WAS AS YET 
UNRESOLVED HOW THIS WOULD BE WORKED OUT. I ASKED IF THIS 
UNCERTAINTY WAS THE DETERMINING FACTOR IN THE INDIAN DE- 
CISION. SHOULD I INQUIRE ABOUT THIS MATTER? KEWAL SINGH 
REPLIED THAT THE SITUATION WAS THAT THE DECISION HAD 
BEEN TAKEN, WHILE IT WAS BEING TAKEN, THE PRESS REPORTS 
ABOUT THE POSSIBLE ABSENCE OF THE SECRETARY WERE MUCH 
TALKED ABOUT. 

3. 1 DID NOT ASK WHETHER CHA VAN'S DECISION NOT TO VISIT 
WASHINGTON WAS A POSTPONEMENT OR A CANCELLATION. KEWAL 
SINGH’S LANGUAGE, HOWEVER, SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS THE 

FORMER. 

SCHNEIDER 
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